Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/01 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000201 250003-0 




CMt- 


WASHINGTON TIMES 
6 Mav 1985 


Soviets seen testing chemii 


weapons on humans 
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By Tom Diaz 

THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


The Soviet Union is testing deadly 
chemical and biological weapons on 
unwilling human subjects tied t 
stakes” at a range near Moscow, tw 
defense analysts have charged. 

“In 1980, soon after the invasion of 
Afghanistan the Soviets conducted 
lethal chemical and biological tests 
against men and women tied to stakes m 


.'target areas at the gigantic Shikhany 
Chemical Test Range located southeast 
of Moscow and . . - such tests are appar- 
ently continuing,” Quentin Crommehn Jr 
and David S. Sullivan charge in their 
book, “Soviet Military Supremacy, 
which was released last week. 

Anpelo Codev illa an aide to Sen. Ma - 
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A ngelo LQQevnm, m h 

colm Wallop, R- Wvo- ana a tormer staff 
ni the Senate Intell igence Com- 
mittee, confirmed* tha t the Soviets_are 
known to have co nducted such tests. 


“That is true,” he said in an interview 

i£jaiiU!<L!& 

regular intelligr-™ hrlpfmgs given to 


testing are widely known, but they said 

Aopncv the Defense intelligence 
e J nce UeMrL „, e!iL mm 

■ — T-v: -morwan 


nu t another source fa miliar with 
national inteth r""™ ™*Tmrs. Wh6 
spoke on co ndition that » e _n 2 L-ke 
— . TTq mtplllppnce 0111“ 


named said U.S intellige nc e of £ - 
ggjj have “Dir — ^ evioence _0t 

such testing . .• 
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“T here is loads of photographic 
evidence urns 

r eports." he said He said he b* 8 Pg 
s atellite photographs a nd hum a_ 
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the Soviets are still conductmg tests on 
hU Srts in the field of chemical and 

biological warfare said rumors of such 


fntelligence 

l ^r sources in t ^jag^ 


commu n TV sa ^ uu M . . 

ahv know \ »’hpu U.S. spT 22 I£^S. 
-jfr ig a position to observe their. 


activities and nnrnin ■■ - — ^ 
tvonld all""- <llcl1 lP ^ ts w 
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I rlihneh to confi rm the charge. 
“Neither Mr. Sullivan nor Mr. Crom 
mehn would give details of the informa- 
tion on which their charge is based. 


snmvau , an — - — 

conser jti $ seBjitgrs Saa g Ugg 
nnoWicr tnr the -LgniTfll iXtiS* H> 

worked on Capitol Hill, with the 
exception of a short stint with the 
Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency. Many regard him as 
exnert on the subject of Soviet vio- 
lations of strategic arms limitation 

i tr M^Crommelin is a Washington 
lawyer who has worked on the staff 

of the Senate Armed Semces Com- 

mittee, among others, and on the 
Defense Department transition 
team for the first Reagan admmis 

tration term. . f 

The book, written asjLEr°J e 5L2l 
T — nefens e~55fr Stratgg icjtudgs 
{ffeTm oTThe _UniyersityJor 

' SouthernXalUonii^was clearf^w 

publication b v the CentralHntelli 

livan’s past gmplgyment-VUthdig_ 
_a5encyA CIA,sj)okesman_empha^ 
ifeThw^er, that ClAclearanceis 
'concerned only ynth.^hethe£^^^_ 
contains cl assified infprm angm_not_ 
' with the accuracy of th eajlegation§_ 

in 7 p e CIA d eclined t n comment on. 

cal weapons testing! is a very sen- 
■ sitive subject, and we just haven t 
released any information on it at all, 

,he s?S^”^n tteS ' a ? 

Department and the ACDA respond 

ed similarly. f 

“1 am unable to confirm the mfor 
mation,” a DIA spokesman said. 

“We don’t have any information on 
that at all,” said an ACDA spokes- 


man. 


But the source who claims to have 
seen the evidence of the tests 
insisted that U.S. officials are well 
aware of the tests. 

“We’ve seen the stakes, we’ve seen 
the people,” he said. “We’ve seen just 
animals I tied to the stakes!, vve\ e 
seen just people, and we've seen both 
together.” 

“They are testing the | chemical 
and biological! agents to see how 
long it takes to kill,” the source said_ 
“We’ve seen people down. We don 
know if they’re dead or wounded, 
-ppp source said “humint , — or 


1 n e suui ^t, - — 

humanTntjnii nci reports. “tobLus 
t hey I the victims I ar ** political nr is 

oners.” 


He also said, “We’ve seen crem- 
atoria nearby.” th p 

“We know they cremate the 

animals,” he said. “We dont know 
how they dispose of the [human! 
bodies. We assume they cremate 

th The source said the United States 
has been able to observe the alleged 
testing “only fortuitously. 

But he said, “We’ve seen hun- 
dreds [of people tied to stakes!, and 
£ have to P assume that if we’ve seen, 
hundreds they’ve tested many 

m °Other analysts were cautious in 
their reactions to the charges. 

“I have heard the allegations’ 
said Brad Roberts, a fellow at 
Georgetown University’s Center or 
Strategic and International Stu , 

“They are fairly widely known. But 
I don’t know' if they are accurate. 

Mr Roberts said the allegation is 
“not incredible,” but that he would be - 
“surprised” if it were true because 
the Soviet chemical warfare pro- 
gram is so advanced there is little 
need for such experimentation. 

The Shikhany complex was built 
in the 1920s and is “one of the Sovi 
ets’ primary chemical weapons test 
areas? according to a 1983 Defense 

I Department report on Soviet 
chemical weapons ca P ablllt ^: ■ 

“It [the allegation! is sometimes 
confused with the fact that the Sovi- 
ets train on a very large scale with 
the real stuff and they sometimes 
lose troops.” Mr. Roberts said. 

Robert H. Kupperman, director 
of science and technology at CSIb, 
said, “I’ve heard it, but I ve seen no 
evidence.” 
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